
What is RFID?

ÅRFIDis a method of identifying unique items using radio 
waves. A readercommunicates with a tag, which holds 
digital information (e.g., a serial number) in a microchip.

ÅRFID is like a bar code reader, but the reading is done 
remotely.
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ïSerialized Identification



How does RFID work?
ÅThe microchip, attached to an antenna, picks up 

signals from and sends signals to a reader. 
ÅEach tag contains a unique serial number, the 

Electronic Product Code (EPC).
ÅThe antenna enables the chip to transmit the 

identification information to the reader.



Types of RFID tags
Low, High, Ultra-
High Frequencies
Passive, Active, 
Semi-Passive, 
Semi-Active
Read only, Write 
once read many, 
Read & write many
Smart tags 
(sensors, 
processors, 
memory) 


